Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE)
King Faisal University (KFU)
Date Palm (Excellency) Research Center (DPRC)
Job Announcement
The Ministry of Higher Education (MOHE) support for research aims at enhancing the efforts of Saudi universities to conduct advanced scientific research relevant to the national priority of the Kingdom’s development plans. The DPRC, being the KFU’s responsible implementation body for date research is striving to conduct innovative research, training, and extension in date palm cultivation and dates processing. Accordingly, the DPRC intends to recruit an Economic & Marketing Research Specialist to head its economic & marketing research unit. The unit’s main research objectives are to study; (a) current domestic and global date demands and predicting future trends and export opportunities, (b) economics of dates production, processing, and marketing, (c) water and environmental impacts on date production, (d) factors affecting date prices, (e) strategies for improving production and marketing of dates under economic and water changes, and (f) the relation between agricultural and food security and system of date production, manufacturing and marketing in KSA. 
Post Title: Economic and Marketing Research Specialist (EMRS)
Assignment Duration
Contracting will be on an annual basis and renewal is subject to satisfactory performance. The assignment is expected to commence by February 2011.
Description 

The EMRC will be contracted by KFU and will be accountable to the director of the DPRC. He will be serving as the DPRC’s expert in and focal point of date economic & marketing research. He will be responsible to provide day-to-day support to the DPRC for the planning, implementation and monitoring of the center economic & marketing unit activities, and to ensure that activities are implemented in compliance with the provisions of DPRC mandates. The EMRC will work closely with the researchers and technicians of the other research units and any entities involved in the implementation of the center’s research activities. 

Specific Responsibilities of the EMRC 

· Establish a database to be used by all research units via collecting basic data and information on the cost of all processes related to date production, processing, and marketing.

· Research, compile, analyze, interpret, and prepare data on date economics.
· Identify economic indicators in respect to trends of the national, regional and international date economics.

· Review and analyze economic data to prepare reports detailing results of performed research.

· Recommend, plan, and implement innovative economic-based research topics to help arriving at SMART techniques and approaches that would improve date marketing in KSA and abroad.
· Write detailed research proposals of approved research projects.
· Document and disseminate research results by publishing high quality peer reviewed technical papers in recognized international journals.   
· Advise and assist the DPRC director in all related areas of responsibility.
· Carry out special projects as assigned by the director.
· Prepare and execute presentations regarding the date economics/marketing fields to interested groups; explain related issues to individuals or companies.
· Develop alternative strategies for programs/projects based on analysis and research in date economics & marketing.
· Study factors affecting KSA’s date prices and marketing.
Qualifications and Experience 

It is expected that the selected candidate will conform to the following qualifications and experience profile: 

· A PhD degree in Agricultural economics. 

· At least 5 years of research experience in cost analysis and marketing of agricultural products, and knowledge of date palm cultivation, processing, and marketing.
· Extensive professional experience in planning and implementing economic & marketing research projects with a proven record of teamwork skills.
· Ability to think strategically and translate ideas into plans and actions.
· Strong interpersonal and communication skills.
· Fluency in spoken and written English;
· Ability to write technical papers that comply with standards of top international peer reviewed journals in the discipline.    
· Good skills in computer and software applications. 

· Knowledge of the principles of economics, including the methods and techniques of econometrics and forecasting.
· Knowledge of micro and macro economic theory.
· Knowledge of economic & marketing research and survey sampling techniques.
· Knowledge of graphic and narrative techniques for the presentation of data.
· Work experience in designing experiments and in their statistical analysis.

· Knowledge of economic indicators relative to national, regional and international trends.
· Knowledge of methods of planning, developing and administering research programs/projects.
· Knowledge of reporting methods and techniques.
· Ability to conduct research independently and collaboratively.
· Ability to gather and analyze economic data and present findings.
· Ability to formulate policies and procedures relevant to economic research projects based on information of a conceptual nature from varied and complex sources.
Qualified candidates should send their CV's, three work references, supporting documents with cover letters showing how their work experience and qualifications meet the job requirements in English by E-mail directed to:

Dr. Salah M. Al-Eid


E-Mail: seid@kfu.edu.sa
DPERC Director 

P.O.Box 400 Al-Ahsa, 31982

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Application Deadline: January 31, 2011.
