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Abstract: This study was carried out
for three seasons 1996 to 1998 on
Zaghloul date palm cultivar grown in
Assiut  Governorate. Bagging the
spathes after pollination using palm
fibers, kraft paper, canvas and gauze for
six weeks,

Results indicate that both initial
fruit set or ultimate retention and
consequently bunch weight and yield
per palm significantly increased as
results bagging effect.

The highest bunch weight and

consequently yield per palm was
obtained when bagging spathes by

canvas or gauze followed by palm
fibers.

Physical and  chemical fruit.
propertics were improved. Except pulp
fruit percentage as well as total acidity
had insignificantly differences as
compared with unbagged.

It could be concluded that using
bagging the spathes for 45 days after
the pollination and fruit set by gauze or
canvas showed a beneficial effect
concerning the yield and fruit quality
especially in the region which hot and
dry weather region.

Introduction

Zaghloul date palm is the most
important cultivar of soft dates in
Egypt. Recently, such cultivar has
been grown successfully in Upper
Egypt, especially in Assiut
Governorate.

Total yield of soft dates were
severely reduced in some years as a
result of bad climatic conditions
during flowering and pollination
period. Reuther and Crawford
(1946) observed an unsatisfactory
set of date fruits under certain
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unfavourable climate  conditions
following  pollination, i.c. cool,
windy, rainy and dry hot weather.

Lower  temperature  during
pollination period is associated with
poor fruit set on the flower clusters,
Brown et al. (1969). Pollen
germination percentage were
increased with temperature rising
from 45°F to 90°F. At 110°F
germination was seriously impaired
by the direct ecffect of high
temperature. Thus adequate
temperature and time are required to
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